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A disastrous fire of undetermined origin early Sunday morning, February 15th, to- 
tally destroyed the greater part of the main building of the Lutheran Publishing 
House, including all files, records, books, cuts, and inventory. The fire was discovered 
about 3.00 A.M., and firemen from Blair, H>rman and Fort Calhoun fought the blaze 
until noon. The above photo shows the damage more graphically than any words pos- 
sibly could. Fortunately, the new south addition to the plant, containing the big 
presses and other expensive equipment, was saved. 

We ask the indulgence of all our subscribers and customers, and assure them that, 
with the whole-hearted cooperation of the local newspapers and a host of other friends, 
we shall continue operations at our present address. 

We especially urge all of our customers with whom we have any commitments or 
accounts to send to us immediately duplicate copies of all material necessary to com- 
plete our records, since all of our files and records, including all copy, were totally de- 
stroyed. 

The Management 


Note: Pages 1 and 4 of this issue were set on Linotype of The Pilot- 
Tribune, Blair, Nebr. The photo is used by permission of the Fremont 
Guide and Tribune, Fremont, Nebr., through The Pilot-Tribune. 
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THE STORY OF A FATHER AND A SON 


Once upon a time there was a father who hada son. He was very proud of his boy.. He took 
him to ball games and to shows. The boy was intelligent. He got good grades in school, which made 


the father even more happy. 
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: One day a pastor called and suggested that the boy should go to Sunday School..He also sug- 
* gested that the family should attend church. He pointed out that no one can live without Christ. 
% Life will go to pieces if Christ is excluded from it. The pastor impressed upon them the need of a re- : 
ke ligious foundation for the family. He opened his New Testament and read about the two men who | 
® built, one upon sand and one upon the rock. He pictured to them the blessed security of the man who 

Re built upon the rock. He was able to withstand all the storms and floods that beat against him. : 
. He also pictured to the family the man who built upon sand. His house fell over and was 
BS smashed in the flood. 

< The father shrugged his shoulders, and said that too much religion was bad. He had many 

: objections. But his wife said that she had once been in a church and seen a choir of children, and 
KY it looked so cute. “Do you have such a choir?” she asked the pastor. J 
Re When the pastor said yes, she said that they might send their son. 

< The son started and he liked both the Sunday School and the choir. His father came a few 

S times to hear the choir sing in the church, and his mother came a little oftener. But they both had so | 
Rg many things to criticize in the church, and their criticism began to make their son Jimmy less inter- 
*% ested. Why should he go to church when Dad never went? When summer came the choir took a 
« ‘ . 
* vacation, and when fall came, the parents agreed that Jimmy need not go. q 
Re Again the pastor called and urged upon the parents the need of Christ for both them and Jim- . 
K my. But the father was rather short. “I have no time to go to church. And I think the people who | 
b¢ do not go to church are just as good as those that go.” | 
% The pastor said that he agreed that many Christians do not live up to their profession, but each 

RS one must answer for himself. But then he asked this question: Don’t you have time for ball games : 
Rg and shows and bowling? The father said that there was nothing wrong in these things. ‘ 
: “I did not say there is anything wrong in these things in themselves. But if you do not teach : 
% your son to make a choice of seeking the kingdom of God first, you son may get into trouble and you | 
& will also get into trouble.” 
KK The father did not like such a direct approach, and he made the pastor understand that he did 

% not care to have the pastor call. “I did not send for you,” he said. | 
° . The pastor left, but in leaving, he said if you ever get into trouble, do call me. | 
Re Four years later the pastor was called to the home of Jimmy. The parents were in tears. : 
Be They said Jimmy never came home before late at n‘ght, and he would not mind them. His grades at : 
school were not good.. He was running around with the wrong crowd. : : 
: The pastor did not remind the parents of his talks with them four years ago. He knew it was 
% going to be a hard pull for both the parents andJimmy, if a new beginning was to be made. He : 
¥ said, “Let us pray!” 
OR KR Re 
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we read the words, “Father, forgive them for they 
w not what they do,” we quite naturally think of the 
mstances under which these words were uttered. 
ch we don’t like to call to mind because it reveals so 
unistic Pilate, the faltering disciples, the weeping wo- 
, and the gambling soldiers. It is the kind of picture 
h we don’t like to cal lto mind because it reveals so 
amically the tragedy of human suffering and the 
edy of human selfishness carrying out its bloody 
iness. In the midst of this scene the words of Jesus 
true to His life and preaching when He says, 
ther, forgive them for they know not what they 


.S we turn these words over in our minds, it is possi- 
to think back to the teaching ministry of Jesus. We 
Him seated on the mountain side addressing a group 
5 was listening eagerly. Jesus pronounced His bless- 
not on the great leaders in Jerusalem, not on Caesar 
_ his retinue in Rome, not on the Pharisees who went 
rut the streets of the Palestinian communities parad- 
their religion before men, but to the poor in spirit, the 
s who mourn, and the ones who are persecuted for 
ateousness’ sake. A little later He, in the same dis- 
mse, makes the shocking statement, “Love your 
mies; bless the ones who curse you; do good to those 


> hate you; pray for those who revile you and perse- 
2 you.” 


‘hose who heard these words were no doubt astonish- 

Perhaps more so than we are because we have 
rd them from childhood. -However, if someone in 
midst really practiced this kind of love, we would be 
tally astonished. Though the 
»ple who heard these words may 
re been astonished, they probab- 
thought it sounded like a nice 
al; but they may have thought 
it it was impractical. 


fast. 


returning to Golgotha from the 


CHRIST, MY SUBSTITUTE 
On Calvary’s cross they nailed Christ 


“Father, Forgive Them For They Know Not What They Do.” 


By Clifford T. Hansen, Dana College 


never be guilty of doing the sort of thing that the Jewish 
rulers, the Jewish mob, or the soldiers were doing. Yet 
I wonder if many times Christ does not look upon our ac- 
tion and utter the prayer, “Father forgive them for they 
know not what they do.” 


Our present generation is one in which we boast great 
numbers and progress for the Church of Jesus Christ. 
Yet when we look into that Church and into our own 
lives, do we not see much that really persecutes the 
Church of Christ. These sins also persecute Christ. In 
a sense they consitute a crucifixion of Christ which is 
more harmful to the Kingdom than the action of the sol- 
diers at Golgotha. We become jealous of one another. 
we become so attached to material goals that we neglect 
our duties to God and to our fellowmen. These failures 
on our part may hinder some of our neighbors from ac- 
cepting the Christian way of life. Thus we may become 
the objects of Jesus’ prayer, “Father forgive them for 
they know not what they do.” We do not see how our 
words and deeds can hinder the cause of Christianity the 
way they do. 

Instead of being the ones that Jesus is praying for, we 
ought to pray God that He might help us to have a simi- 
lar forgiving attitude to our fellowmen. We do not see 
that the growth of Christianity both in our lives and in 
the lives of others depends on our taking seriously the 
teaching of Christ that we should love those who perse- 
cute us. The potentiality of Christianity in the world to- 
day is much greater than we think it is simply because 
we do not take the teachings of Jesus seriously. Our 
failure to love as Jesus did results in jealousy and hatred. 
These, when expressed on a large scale, result in exploit- 
ation of backward races and wars. Ona smaller scale 
they result in divorce, strained 
neighborhood relationships, juven- 
ile delinquency, and the heartaches 
and suffering that result. 


For me He suffered to the last; 
My Savior, Lord, God did depute 
To die and be my substitute. 


During Lent we do well to recon- 
struct for ourselves the scene at 


et hillside, we see Jesus actually 

\eticing what He taught in the 

dst of what must have been hor- 

'e physical pain. He was pray- 
for those who were crucifying 

m, and this prayer flowed from 
love for these enemies. 


“ven though we might doubt 
sther we would be able to have 
same attitude under similar cir- 
astances as Jesus had we 
y think that we would 


His blood has washed my sins away 
And bought forgiveness every day; 
The love of Christ is ever mine; 
I’m saved alone by grace divine. 


My Lord who once was crucified 
Now reigns in heaven glorified. 
I raise my voice in prayer and song 
To Jesus Christ the whole day long, 


I bow in meek humility 
To Christ, my Lord, who died for me. 
Today I am not destitute, 
For Jesus is my substitute. 
—Elizabeth Logan 


Golgotha. Here is dramatically por- 
trayed the power of the love of God. 
Jesus Christ is willing to suffer great 
physical and mental anguish in or- 
der to show mercy to a thankless 
humanity.. The scene should help 
us to see our need and turn our 
hearts to receive the forgiving love 
of God and also to challenge us to 
live our Christian lives with the 
same spirit of love which was dem- 
onstrated by the life and death of 
Jesus. | 
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CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 
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FIRE ISSUE 

Big news—not happy news—at this 
time is that the Publishing House at 
Blair, Nebraska, where the Ansgar 
Lutheran is printed, has burned down. 
Someone else is writing the story, so 
we shall just mention that the paper 
will not be its usual size for a few 
weeks. We know that you will un- 
derstand why, but within a short time 
we shall have the regular issues for 
you again. 

A number of news items that should 
appear at this time were burned. Will 
the writers of the last three weeks 
please re-write these items and sen 
them to us? 

Many expressions of sympathy have 
been received. It is impossible to 
make a complete estimate of the loss 
at this time, but we are happy to re- 
port that the Publishing House was 
covered by insurance. We feel certain 
that the readers will cooperate in help- 
ing to obtain any lost records.—The 
Editor. 

Dr. and Mrs. H. Inadomi coming to 
USA. They have been invited to visit 
Norway and will arrive in this coun- 
try about September 20th this coming 
autumn. Their time in America will 
be spent among the churches of the 
ULCA, the ELC and the UELC. They 
will each accept seperate appointments, 
in order to reach as many churches 
as possible. The general plan is to have 
joint services of Lutheran churches 
whereever feasible. 

Churches or church organizations 
desiring the visit of either Dr. or Mrs. 
TInadomi, are urgently requested to let 
me know at an early date. 

J. P. Nielser Chairman, 
Japan Mission Committee 
College Hill, Blair, Nebr. 

Des Moines, Iowa. The annual report 
of the church there indicates that the 
total membership is now 419. There 
was a net gain of 72 members the past 
year. Two morning services are held 
each Sunday. The total income was 
$14,599.44. Rev. Ervin F. Bondo is pas- 
tor of the church. 

The Valley Lutheran Church, North 
Hollywood, Calif, Rev. Adolph Kloth, 
pastor, reports that this congregation 
had a total gain of 88 baptized mem- 
bers in 1952. It now has 379 baptized 
members. This is a home mission 
church, yet its total income for the 
past year was $14,237.52. 


Milwaukee, Wis. Pastor Robert Ber- 
thelsen of Oregon, Wis., has accepted 
the call extended to him from this 
congregation. 

Pastor C. A. Vammen of Oaks, Okla., 
is at present making a trip to Den- 
mark. 


Norwalk, Calif. Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Rev. William Hanson, pastor, 
which is only a year old, has now 
over 500 in the Sunday School. Over 
200 new members have joined the past 
11 months. The congregation just de- 
cided to build an addition to the Sun- 
day School. 


Spencer, Iowa. The big event the 
past year was the completion of the 
new church. The congregation raised 
a total of $34,500.00 in 1952. The Dana 
College Choir gave a concert at the 
church, Sunday evening Feb. 8. 


FIRST MODERN KOREAN 
BIBLE PUBLISHED 
SEOUL, Korea—Distribution of the 
first Bible translated into modern 
Korean has begun here. The edition 
of 100,000 copies will be sold in book 
stores and given to orphanages, hos- 
pitals and prisoner-of-war camps. 
The translation is in Hankul, new 
written form of Korean adopted as 
the official language when the Re- 
oie of Korea was established in 


Publication of the Hankul Bible is 
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GUYER and HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
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in the nature of a personal triump 
for Dr. Young-Bin Im, general secr 
tary of the Korean Bible Society. T 
has been identified with the proje 
since its inception and has carried 


to completion against what, at time 
seemed unsurmountable difficulties. 

The translation was the only ite 
saved from Bible House when Seo 
fell. It was smuggled out of the Ke 
ean capital by Dr. Im and buried 
earthen jars for safekeeping. Later, I 
carried it to Pusan and then to Japé 
where he re-translated 400 pages d 


stroyed by the Communists. 


When U.N. forces regained the Seo} 
area, Dr. Im brought the translati¢ 
back to Korea for setting up in 
and printing, as no type for the ne 
Hankul symbols existed in Japan. 

During the past few months, a dea 
cated group of Korean Christian pri 
ers, editors and scholars worked 
candlelight in crude, unheated shelte 
at Pusan getting the Hankun Bib 
into type and running off the pag 
on hand presses. | 


Dr. Im, 52, is a native of Seoul al 
a graduate of Kaesong Mission Hi; 
School. He attended Vanderbilt Ur 
versity at Nashville, Tenn., before e 
tering Southern Methodist Universi 
at Dallas, Tex., from which he 1 
ceived a Bachelor of Divinity degr 
in 1932. 


The Hankul Bible is the first maj 
work to be printed in the new natior 
script. Scholars generally expect it 
set standards for the new langua 
much as other Bibles have done 
various lands since the days of Gute 
berg. 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen. Mer. 


35 WEST 53rd STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Telephones: 
Circle 5-6146-6147 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 


Information Free. 
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All Details Can be Arranged by Mail 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 
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